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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address ■ 
Period for Reply 

~\. MONTH(S) FROM 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE _ 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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Art Unit: 1774 

1 . Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112 (second paragraph) as being indefinite 
for the reasons set forth below: 

a. Was this claim intended to depend on claim 1? Otherwise, there is no 
antecedent basis for the recitation "the thermally sensitive recording medium" 
(emphasis added) in line 1 of claim 1 ; and 

b. The meaning of the "comprising the coating" limitation in the last two lines 
is not clear. 

2. Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
applicant's statement of the prior art in view of the patent to Tajiri et al (USP 6,680,281 ). 

Applicants acknowledge in their specification that the patent to Morita (JP 07- 
26671 1) teaches a thermally sensitive recording medium which employs acrylic 
emulsion and colloidal silica in the thermally sensitive recording layer. Since the color 
of this recording deteriorates (see the last line of specification), one of ordinary skill in 
this art would look to teachings such as Tajiri et al which describe color preservability 
agents for use in thermally sensitive recording media (see column 6, lines 55 and 56). 
One such preferred agent is the compound of formula (1) which includes the 
diphenylsulfone bridgeable compound of applicants' claims. Consequently, use of the 
Tajiri et al preservability agent for its concomitant function in the recording medium of 
Morita would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in this art in the absence of 
unexpected results. 1J 
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